
Spring 2020
 
 

This spring has been a challenge for all of us and 

something none of us probably ever expected.  

Students, teachers, administrators, and parents 

have all had to adjust to a whole new world.  

Students and teacher have moved to online 

learning and all group gatherings have been 

canceled.  We miss the end of year concerts, 

shows and celebrations that were planned. 

We want to take a moment to recognize this year’s 

senior class.  You have worked so hard and we are 

so proud of all of you.  While this senior class has 

missed their traditions this spring, we hope you all 

have a chance to celebrate everything you have 

accomplished.  Congratulations to the 2020 HHS 

Senior Class! 

Thank you to the wonderful music and theater 

teachers at our schools.  We appreciate everything 

you do for the students.  

As we head into the summer, the next school year 

still has so many unknowns.   We do not know how band camp, concerts, performances, 

and other large gatherings, including our FHMT Annual Gala, will operate in the future.  

Updates will be provided as they are known. 

Friends of Hanover Music and Theater works toward increasing creative opportunities for 

students.  We also offer opportunities for family members to participate. If you have any 

interest in serving on the executive board, please join us at 7:00 on Tuesday, June 9th.  The 

location is to be determined but may possibly be held via a Zoom call. We are looking to fill 

a few board positions. It’s a lot of fun and so rewarding when you see the happiness, 

motivation, and self-confidence that participation in music and theater bring to our students! 

 

 

May - July 2020 

Upcoming Events: 

May 18th:  Virtual METG Drama Festival 

performance form submission 

May/June TBD:  Music and Theater 

end of year awards celebration 

June 9: 7:00 pm, FHMT Meeting, 

Location TBD (possibly Zoom) 

July 31st : 7:00 pm, HHS Graduation 

details TBD 

 

FHMT Links: 
FHMT Website 

Facebook: Friends of Hanover Music and Theater 
Follow us on Twitter: @FHMT02339 
Follow us on Instagram: fhmt02339 

School Links: 
HHS Music Website 
HHS Music Calendar 
HMS Band Website 

HMS Music Calendar 
Mr. Schu's Website 

 

 

http://friendsofhanovermusic.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/140057122704956/
https://twitter.com/fhm02339
https://instagram.com/fhm02339/
http://hanoverhsbands.weebly.com/
http://hanoverhsbands.weebly.com/calendar.html
http://bandhms.weebly.com/
http://bandhms.weebly.com/calendar.html
http://www.hanoverschools.org/usr/jschumacher/jss_hanover/Home.html


 

  SCHOOL NOTES 

HANOVER HIGH SCHOOL INSTRUMENTALS 

Matt Harden, Director of Instrumental Music 

 

As we all transition into remote learning, I would like to thank all of the HHS music students that have 

stayed engaged in music-making. Now more than ever, maintaining a healthy relationship with music 

is incredibly valuable and important. With the stresses of everyday life, listening or performing music is 

a wonderful way to achieve a sense of normalcy in an ever-changing world. From creating virtual 

ensembles, completing performance challenges, writing music, participating in interviews with 

composers, and creating innovative connections our students have been an inspiration. We are 

excited to acknowledge the outstanding contributions of the Class of 2020. Nothing can diminish the 

incredible contributions you have made to our program, and we profoundly thank you for all you 

have done. To that end, we will also be organizing some sort of awards night in the coming weeks. 

Please keep checking email and social media for updates! 

 

As we look forward to the summer and fall, there will be lots of information to share soon. We are 

waiting to see what safety protocols will be in place to make decisions on events such as summer 

camps, Band Camp, and Marching Band. In the meantime, we have interviewed a phenomenal 

group of student leaders and we will be working hard to ensure a positive and collaborative 

environment for next year and beyond.  

 

Thank you to the Friends of Hanover Music and the entire Hanover community for your ongoing 

support of music in our schools. As events related to the pandemic and its economic fallout continue 

to unfold, your advocacy for the arts has never been more critical. I have every confidence that we 

will continue to support the musical education of our students no matter what form that will take. The 

"how" might change, but the "what" will always remain. 

 

With Pride, 

Mr. Harden 

 

 

 

  



HANOVER HIGH SCHOOL THEATER 

Collin Fahey, Director 
 

During this incredibly uncertain time, HHS Drama is still working to achieve as many end of the year 

activities as possible. Here are a few updates: 

 

METG Virtual Drama Fest: 

The Massachusetts Educational Theater Guild is putting on a virtual Drama Festival, similar to the one 

we competed in and hosted earlier this year! Participating schools will have the opportunity to re-

vamp/present their festival show for live streaming! HHS Drama is planning on presenting our recorded 

performance of The Scheme of the Driftless Shifter by Carolyn Lane as part of the virtual festival. In 

order to do so, students/parents need to fill out a permission form which allows them to participate 

and be presented. Therefore, all students involved in our festival show MUST fill out the form and submit 

it before May 18th! Simply follow the link below to a Google Form, fill it out and submit it. Please reach 

out with any questions or concerns!  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvnjzqqa5t1EossOEzJrH_2SyoN6XehZTIF0_9dkT9BY1zOw/

viewform 

 

Drama Club Superlatives/Awards/EBoard Elections: 

HHS Drama is working in conjunction with the instrumental and vocal departments to deliver (as best 

as we can) our end of year superlatives/awards night. The date for this is TBD, but we would love any 

pictures/videos/media from this year (or the past 4 years for that matter) to use in our event. If you are 

interested or have anything you’d like to submit, please email me personally 

(cfahey@hanoverschools.org). We are thoroughly looking forward to continuing to celebrate our 

students and the fantastic work that they’ve done!  

 

Drama Club Elected Board Elections are in full swing! Thank you to all students who have submitted 

applications/expressed interest in being a part of EBoard. The outflow of passion and positive energy 

towards these positions has been inspiring to say the least! The announcement of the 2020-2021 

Elected Board will most likely coincide with the superlatives/awards event. More info to come on that. 

Again, please reach out with any questions or concerns! 

 

To all drama students, specifically our graduates, take time to remember the many successes you all 

had this year. You should all be extremely proud of your accomplishments! All the best in these trying 

times. Be well and be safe!  

 

 

 

  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvnjzqqa5t1EossOEzJrH_2SyoN6XehZTIF0_9dkT9BY1zOw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvnjzqqa5t1EossOEzJrH_2SyoN6XehZTIF0_9dkT9BY1zOw/viewform
mailto:cfahey@hanoverschools.org


HANOVER HIGH SCHOOL AND MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORAL MUSIC 

Michael Wade, Director of Choral Music 

 

This update is difficult to write to you. Normally, this end of the year letter would be full of exciting 

news: teasers for our upcoming Pops Concert and middle school Spring Chorus Concert, awards 

ceremony preparations, feedback from MICCA, trip planning, graduation...a host of experiences that 

now seem like distant dreams. Arts teachers, students, and families across the country are grappling 

with the loss of these yearly rituals; these moments of joy, celebration, and closure.  How do we get 

back what we have lost? Is it possible? I’m an eternal optimist (to the annoyance of some of my 

colleagues across the years), and while I don’t think anything could take the place of our normal 

events and ceremonies, over the next few weeks we will do our best to give the ‘19-’20 school year 

some sense of closure, especially for our seniors.  

Two housekeeping items: 

● If you have a senior student, please encourage them to submit information for a Senior 

Spotlight! A Google Form was sent out to them a couple weeks ago. We want to celebrate our 

seniors and all of their accomplishments! 

● Be on the lookout for information regarding returning sheet music and instruments, as well as 

picking up music binders/folders. You will receive an e-mail from me sometime in June; specific 

dates & times to come.  

 

As we gaze down the road to the future, there is a world full of uncertainty. The music we have 

created for so long, and the way we have created it, cannot yet return in its normal form. This 

summer, tens of thousands of music teachers will carefully re-examine curricula, doing our best to 

prepare for whatever possibilities this uncertain world aims to throw at us. (It’s a good thing we’re arts 

teachers; getting creative comes with the territory.) Luckily, even if we are not making music the same 

way we have always made it, art as an entity does not die -- and in that entity, there are worlds to 

explore. 

 

For me personally, I am doing my best to take each day in stride. My family and loved ones are safe 

and healthy, for which I am grateful. In the performing arts department alone, I work with incredible 

teachers who inspire me daily, with whom I share a vision for what the arts mean, and what they can 

mean for all of our students. Beyond that, I exist in a school system brimming with teachers who are 

dedicated to tirelessly working for our students. Seeing the vast creativity and passion of my 

colleagues in this time, at both the middle and high school, has been humbling. And (optimist), it 

makes me think that when we get through this all we will be stronger than before, our teaching even 

more attuned to the needs of our students.  

For now, I’m going to dream about that moment when my very first chorus comes together, for the 

very first time. Everyone has made their way into the room, hugs have been shared, students have 

settled into their seats, and silence has fallen. I look around at the group, electricity in the air, and 

together we take a collective breath. I promise you here: it is going to be one of the most glorious 

sounds I’ve heard in a long while. I can’t wait to share it with you.  

 

 

 

  



HANOVER MIDDLE SCHOOL INSTRUMENTALS  

Julienne Thornell, Director 

 

At this time of year, we are usually in the midst of rehearsals, performances, District & SEMSBA festivals, 

recruitment, and promotion ceremonies. However, since we are not currently able to be at HMS, we 

are continuing our music through distance learning and every band student is a member of their 

grade level Google Classroom. Everyone is encouraged to play at home in order to retain their skills 

and continue to improve, and staying connected during this time is beneficial for our continued 

growth and development in music. Our Google Classroom provides supplemental activities that can 

enrich our experience. These “classrooms” for our musicians in grades 5-8 have been a primary source 

of communication since March, when we started our school-at-home adventures. Students have 

been able to log in to read updates from the director, and access a variety of suggested activities to 

try while at home. Many of our students log in regularly and submit recordings and/or participate in a 

variety of ways. Here are some of the activities that have been their favorites, so far: 
 

Music Math Challenge 
Music Symbols Challenge 
Personal Playlist (Create a Top 10 mixtape about you) 
Music In Our Lives Interview 
Listening Puzzle: Help Beethoven (Google Doodle) 

 

Over the course of this school year, some of the HMS Band highlights included students being 

accepted to District & SEMSBA festivals, a winter concert for grades 6-8, the 7th & 8th Grade Band 

performance at the Veterans Day Assembly, and the Jazz Band participating at the FHMT Gala. The 

Grade 7/8 Band had the honor of performing at the State House on February 5, and after a tour and 

their performance, they were recognized by the House of Representatives. This was such an 

unforgettable experience for the students, as well as the family and friends who were able to join us 

for the performance.  

 
As we look ahead to next year, we hope to plan some of these performances again, and will start 

planning sign-ups for a new group of beginner instrumentalists. We can’t wait to welcome everyone 

back! 

 
www.bandhms.weebly.org 
Jthornell@hanoverschools.org 

 

 

http://www.bandhms.weebly.org/
mailto:Jthornell@hanoverschools.org


Flute Group at the FHMT Gala, January 2020

 

 

State House Performance by the 7/8 Grade Band  

 



 
 

 

  



CEDAR SCHOOL  

Anne Thornton, Music Director 

 

Hello from Cedar School! Although we miss our K-1 friends at Cedar, the children are continuing their 

virtual Music classes at home. 

I have been receiving lovely notes about how the children are enjoying the lesson content, thank you 

so much and keep up the great work!   

Lesson topics have continued where we left off in March, learning and combining quarter, eighth 

note, quarter rest rhythms, best vs. rhythm, pitch, vibration, dynamics, timbre and tempo., plus 

emotion and what we feel when we make music. Each week I include a Boston Symphony Orchestra 

lesson at home optional instrumental study that is fun and geared to kids. Next week the orchestra 

members will be playing instruments with their pets! 

 

Videos of me saying hello and demonstrating the exercises, plus helpful music lesson links are inserted 

throughout each lesson, a huge bit of learning for me! A fun movement and singing warm up plus a 

music story time rounds up the lessons. 

 

Below is just a fun picture of our famous game week which rewards the children for transitioning safely 

throughout the classroom, and super friend behavior each week. When the Pom Pom jar is full, they 

get a game day. They loved this event and worked hard for their reward. I’m so glad we were able to 

fit our fun into our curriculum!   

 

The children are greatly missed by everyone, please stay safe and happy, enjoy the warmer weather, 

and keep Music in your world! 

 

 



CENTER SCHOOL 

Dustin Lindsey, Music Director 

 

Dear Families and Friends, 

I hope that this newsletter finds you well. What a strange time to be living in. When I decided I wanted 

to be a music teacher when I was in the seventh grade, never did I think that I would be teaching my 

nearly 600 students from a room in my house, without students in front of me. Well, here we are nearly 

20 years later, and that is exactly what I and thousands of music teachers around the world are 

experiencing.  

Everyone is trying their best to keep students on pace to finish the year without losing a beat. We know 

that come fall, or whenever we are able to be together again, we will certainly have to do a little 

remedial work. However, that is not such a bad thing. In elementary music remedial work is what we 

do at the beginning of every year. A little more work will certainly need to be done this time around, 

but we can do it. We will do it. Teaching children is our passion. Ensuring that music will still be a part of 

their lives thirty years from now is my mission. 

During my time at home I have had a lot of time to think. Think about what I need to buy at the 

grocery store. What I need to do at home to make sure our toddler does not tear the house apart. 

What I need to do for myself, and my family, to ensure I am able to function at my best every day. 

Music has helped me maintain a sense of composure while dealing with the stress from the world 

today. Listening to my favorite tunes and exploring new music allows me to sit collect myself after a 

busy morning folding laundry and doing dishes. Playing my trumpet and singing has allowed me to 

experience feelings I had as a seventh-grade musician in Jazz Band with Mr. Smith and Chorus with 

Mrs. Pacheco and has reaffirmed in my mind why music is an essential part of life.   

I hope in the coming weeks, you find an opportunity to experience music for yourself. Learn a song 

from your favorite Broadway show. Pick up a ukulele and try to learn how to pick Travis style. Share a 

song that is important to you with those around you. Listen to a band you haven’t heard in 20 years 

that you used to love and remember why that song or band was so important in your life. Music 

changes lives. It certainly has for me, and I hope it has for you. When you need a break from the 

world, find some time to remember music has changed your life.  

Thank you all for taking the time to read this, and for supporting our wonderful students and music 

program. I hope you will consider spreading the word about FHMT (Friends of Hanover Music and 

Theater) as we are always looking for new members. Your membership in FHMT ensures that the 

exceptional opportunities we provide in Hanover will continue long into the future. Viva la musica! 

Musically, 

Mr. Dustin Lindsey 

Center Elementary School 

2-4 General Music and Chorus 

 

 

 

 

 

  



FHMT Friends of Hanover Music & Theater 
2020-2021 - Membership sign-up 

 

WHO SHOULD JOIN?  ALL parents of students in Hanover Public School 

Music & Theater programs - your kids benefit directly! 

WHO ELSE SHOULD JOIN?  Anyone who supports Music & Theater 

education at Cedar, Center, Hanover Middle School and Hanover High 

School! 

DID YOU KNOW? 

FHMT awards scholarships to graduating seniors?  This year we will AWARD 4, $500 scholarships to 4 HHS Seniors! 1 to a 

band student, 1 to a chorus student, 1 to a theater student, and 1 to a student majoring in music or theater in college. 

FHMT donates money annually to the MUSIC & THEATER DEPARTMENTS of Cedar, Center, HMS and HHS?  In 2019 we 

donated $5,000 to the schools, which goes directly to the music programs to pay for equipment, trips, and music events! 

FHMT meets with the music instructors and Hanover Public Schools Administration to help with event planning, raise 

funds, increase music awareness and make music a priority for the Hanover Public Schools? Meetings take place on the 

second Tuesday of each month. 

JOIN US if you care about music & theater in the Hanover Public Schools! e-mail us at: fhmthanover@gmail.com 
 

"Like" The Friends of Hanover Music & Theater Facebook page, or follow us on Instagram or Twitter, for updates, photos, and videos! 

 
 

 
FHMT-FRIENDS OF HANOVER MUSIC & THEATRE MEMBERSHIP FOR 2020-2021: $25.00/YEAR 
 
NAME OF CHILD:__________________________________________  GRADE AS OF SEPT ’20:______________________ 

 
SCHOOL:________________________________________________   

BAND:_______CHORUS:________THEATER_______ 
 

 
PARENT/GUARDIAN:______________________________________   INSTRUMENT:____________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:_______________________________________________   TELEPHONE:______________________________ 
 
*EMAIL ADDRESS:______________________________________________________ *REQUIRED FOR NEWS AND UPDATES 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS OUT TO FHMT AND SEND TO MUSIC OR THEATER TEACHER AT YOUR CHILD’S SCHOOL 

AMOUNT: $____________  CASH_________ CHECK#__________  RECEIVED BY:_____________________ 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

  

mailto:fhmthanover@gmail.com


 


