
 

 
Time to Reap 

the Benefits and 

Plan Ahead! 
 
As a group, FHM has worked 

very hard this year to raise funds for all aspects of music 

programs in the schools, from elementary to high 

school.  We’ve sold, we’ve canned, we’ve zumba’ed 

and organized mattress sales.  We caught Friday Night 

Fever in the middle of winter.  And now it is time for 

FHM members who have made all this happen to 

benefit from their hard work!  If you paid your FHM dues 

by January 30, and have attended at least 1 FHM 

meeting and have participated in at least two of our 

fundraising events over the course of the school year, 

your student is entitled to a scholarship to help pay for 

a summer music program or instruction.  We want to 

encourage kids to continue their music education 

through the summer, and perhaps find new inspiration 

to bring fresh energy with them when they return to 

school in September.  Please find the application form 

for summer scholarships on page 2 of this newsletter.  

And check out Mrs. Thornell’s fantastic list of summer 

music possibilities on page 6! 

Also, as we look ahead to the summer and the next 

school year, we want to encourage, nay, beg people 

who care about the music programs in our schools to 

step up and take on leadership roles in our 

organization.  Our president, vice-president, and 

membership chairperson are all stepping down this 

year as their terms are ending.  Experienced members 

remain in the group to offer assistance and guidance. 

We would like folks who can combine the successful 

ideas of the past with some new concepts, and work 

with the administrations and the passionate group of 

music instructors that Hanover is fortunate to have to 

promote music education.  Please consider serving a 

term in one of these roles, 

and join us at the next FHM 

meeting for more 

information. 

 

 

 

April - May 2015 

Upcoming Events: 

April 14:  7:00 pm, FHM Meeting, HHS Band 

Room 

April 17:  Deadline for submission of FHM 

summer music scholarship form! 

April 16 - 19:  HHS Music Department trip to 

Williamsburg, VA 

May 1:  HHS, Hanover Diversity Club Talent 

Show Fundraiser, 7:00 pm 

May 1-2: SEMSBA Jr. Festival, Hingham Middle 

School 

May 7:  HMS Spring band concert (Grades 6-

8), 7:00 pm 

May 14:  HMS, Spring Korus Koncert 

May 14:  HHS, Spring Vocal Pops Concert, 7pm 

May 21:  HHS, Spring Instrumental Pops 

Concert, 7pm 

May 26:  HHS Music Awards Banquet 

May 27:  8th Grade band performance at the 

Lincoln Memorial in Washington DC 

June 4:  Grades 7 and 8 Chorus and Band 

performing groups at Six Flags New England  

June 9:  HMS Grade 5 band concert, 9:15 am 

June 20:  Hanover Day 

Important Links: 

HHS Band and Chorals:  HHS Music Website 

HMS Band:  HMS Band Website 

HMS Korus & Gen Music:  Mr. Schu's Website 

Follow us on Facebook: 

Friends of Hanover Music 

Viewable even if you don’t use Facebook! 

Or go to our website at  

http://www.hanoverschools.org/community/fhm 

http://hanoverhsbands.weebly.com/
http://bandhms.weebly.com/
http://www.hanoverschools.org/usr/jschumacher/jss_hanover/Home.html
https://www.facebook.com/groups/140057122704956/
http://www.hanoverschools.org/community/fhm


FRIENDS OF HANOVER MUSIC SUMMER STUDIES SCHOLARSHIP 

APPLICATION FORM 

GRADE K-12 

 

DEADLINE: April 17, 2015 

This scholarship opportunity is offered by the Friends of Hanover Music in an effort to bring the best possible education 

to students in the Hanover school system.  FHM feels it is important to support students who will pursue summer music 

study. 

ELIGIBILITY: 

1. Applicant must be enrolling in a summer music program/lessons that are either instructional and/or music 
performance oriented. 

 
   2.    Applicant must be attending the Hanover public schools and participating in the Music program in the Fall of 2014. 

3.   Applicant’s family must be a dues-paid member of the FHM by January 31, 2015, attended one FHM meeting 

anytime between September 1, 2014 and April 2, 2015, and worked at a minimum of two FHM sponsored 

fundraisers or events (Yard Sale,  Newcomer Fair, January Fundraiser, Canning, selling merchandise). 

 

APPLICANT (PLEASE PRINT) ________     __________________       _________________ 

ADDRESS____________________     _________TELEPHONE____________________ 

SCHOOL________     ___________________ CURRENT GRADE____   _____________ 

 

SUMMER PROGRAM COST__   ______ PARENT/GUARDIAN__         ________________ 

 

LIST (2) VOLUNTEER SERVICE EVENTS MEMBER WORKED____                 _______ 

____________________________________________________________        __________ 

CAMP, TEACHER, OR PROGRAM (NAME & ADDRESS) FOR WHICH YOU ARE APPLYING (If you do not have a specific 

teacher or program selected before the April 18th deadline, please indicate this.  You must provide the information 

prior to a scholarship check being issued): 

 

You may return this form to your child’s music teacher or send it directly to: 

Friends of Hanover Music 
Attn: Susan Glover 
717 Circuit Street 

Hanover, Ma. 02339 



 

 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



        SCHOOL NOTES 

 

HANOVER HIGH SCHOOL INSTRUMENTALS 

Matt Harden, Director of Instrumental Music 

 

March has been an incredibly busy and exciting time for our HHS instrumentalists! The Jazz Ensemble 

had two great experiences performing at the University of Massachusetts Amherst Jazz Festival and 

the Massachusetts Association of Jazz Educators Southeast District Jazz Festival. We received some 

constructive feedback from the adjudicators, and are working hard to incorporate their suggestions. 

Later on in the month, we presented our annual Spring Festival Concert along with the choral 

ensembles. What in incredible evening of music making! This set us up for our annual evaluation at 

the Massachusetts Instrumental and Choral Conductor's Association (MICCA) Festival. The student 

musicians in the Symphonic Band had a phenomenal performance on the stage at Foxboro High 

School, earning them a Silver Medal. No matter the color of their award, the students deserve every 

accolade for their musicianship, maturity, dedication, and perseverance. As I told them, this is only 

the beginning!  

 

As if all of these performances weren't enough, we also put on the first full-scale musical production 

at the High School in recent history. The Sound of Music was a magical experience for everyone 

involved, and I want to especially thank Mr. Schnelle, Ms. Thornell, and the student musicians of the 

Orchestra including Eric Smith, Molly Minnehan, Xander Dawson, Nick Stevenson, Emily Tiedtke, 

Deirdre White, Jill Benway, Erin Jenkins, and Dante Nicotera. 

 

March also saw several other festivals come to fruition, including the Southeast District Junior District 

Festival which featured freshmen Erica Perry and Jake Sledziewski who were selected by audition to 

participate in December. The annual Senior SEMSBA festival was also held, and featured the talents 

of Madison Fitzpatrick, Mikenzie Matheson, Sophia Ruggiano, Jillian Benway, Dante Nicotera, and 

Nick Stevenson.  

 

Finally, we are approaching our trip to Williamsburg on April 16-19. The Jazz Ensemble and Symphonic 

Band will again be competing and receiving feedback to help us improve and make everyone back 

home in Hanover proud. I have every confidence that this will be an incredible trip. Thank you to 

everyone who helped make this experience possible for the students. After a well-deserved April 

vacation, we will be into the end of the year which includes Pops Night, Graduation, Memorial Day, 

and preparing for next year. If you haven't yet, please mark August 17-21 on your calendars for BAND 

CAMP 2015! All of the dates for next year will be posted on our 

website http://hanoverhsbands.weebly.com as they become available. 

 

As March was "Music in our Schools Month" I would like to thank 

each and every parent, administrator, staff member, and 

supporter who makes Hanover such a rich, nurturing 

environment for making music at a high level. It doesn't start at 

the "top" - without supportive and dedicated educators and 

administrators at the elementary and middle school levels we 

could never achieve such wonderful performances at the high 

school. We all help enrich the lives of the children of Hanover 

through education in the arts. I consider myself fortunate to be 

one small part of this incredible team. Have a wonderful Spring! 

http://hanoverhsbands.weebly.com/


HANOVER HIGH SCHOOL CHORAL MUSIC 

John Schnelle, Director of Choral Music 

 

It's been a busy month for the HHS Choruses!!!  Our three ensembles had an 

excellent showing at the Massachusetts Instrumental and Choral Conductors 

Association (MICCA) festival at the end of March with VOX and Concert 

Chorus/Chorale bringing home silver and bronze medals respectively.  The 

singers continue to refine these pieces for their upcoming performance at 

the WorldStrides Heritage Festival in Williamsburg Virginia.  Wish us luck! 

 

HANOVER MIDDLE SCHOOL INSTRUMENTALS & GENERAL MUSIC 

Julienne Thornell, Director 

Summer Opportunities  

Many of our students are participating in camps and activities over the summer, and a lot of them 

will be playing in some cool music groups.  No matter what their plans, band students should play 

over the summer so they don't lose their playing skills and are prepared to continue in 

September.  Here is some info if you'd like to check out additional opportunities: 

 

 The SOUTH SHORE CONSERVATORY in Hingham has a summer band camp that also 

incorporates an optional jazz band experience. Students also have time in the day to 

participate in a chamber ensemble such as brass quartet, woodwind quintet, clarinet choir, 

percussion ensemble, etc.  Students find this experience to be challenging and rewarding, 

and helps them become a better player. There is also a separate jazz ensemble.  Please visit 

their website or contact the Conservatory at (781) 749-7565 for more information. Financial aid 

is also available. Extra brochures are available in Music 1.   

 

 The FLUTE SYMPHONY is a large flute ensemble at the South Shore Conservatory, which meets 

on Wednesday evenings in the summer.   Flute Symphony is for all ability levels and they 

perform a variety of music. Call the South Shore Conservatory at (781) 749-7565 for more 

information.  Financial aid is also available.  Extra brochures are available in Music 1. 

 

 PRIVATE LESSONS give you the individual attention you need, to succeed on your instrument. 

Prepare for auditions or just get some extra help if you're having some difficulty.  Students in 

grades 7 & 8 would be able to prepare for next year's Jr. District and Jr. SEMSBA audition 

pieces, and our grade 5 & 6 students can advance to a new level.  ALL STUDENTS - Please  

            visit the band website for a list of recommended teachers and their contact info.    

 

 Community Band (free playing opportunity) 

SATUIT BAND is a community ensemble that has members from all over the South Shore. This 

adult group also has middle school and advanced HS/college players, as well as adults who 

are returning to their instruments. This is a great opportunity for students to sightread marches, 

concert pieces, jazz and movie themes. Concerts include Friday nights in Scituate as well as 

performances at the Hanover Bandstand. Students can go to rehearsals and they don't have 

to play at concerts unless they feel comfortable. And for any adults out there who have an 

instrument somewhere in the closet, dust it off and go play! Rehearsals are in Scituate on 

Wednesday nights.  If interested, visit their website for contact 

information  www.satuitband.com. 
 

tel:%28781%29%20749-7565
tel:%28781%29%20749-7565
http://www.satuitband.com/


 

HANOVER MIDDLE SCHOOL CHORAL & GENERAL MUSIC 

John Schumacher, Director 

 

Project time at HMS!.....In general music, 5th graders have just completed their Marvelous Toy project 

where they create a toy that has something to do with music.  6th graders are currently shooting their 

creative video projects, pieces that they script which include at least one minute of music.  7th 

graders have just completed their Create-A-Song project using Garageband to create a pop 

song.  8th graders are finishing up their Multi-Media projects which are video pieces created using 

IMovie, IPhoto and Garageband.  The Performance Troupe is preparing for their Spring Fling Concert 

where they perform for the entire school on the Friday afternoon before April Vacation. The 6th, 7th & 

8th Grade Korus are busy getting ready for their Spring Korus Koncert which takes place on Thursday, 

May 14th!  

 

CEDAR SCHOOL MUSIC 

Alex Shepard, Music Director 

 

Cedar musicians have been very busy! The concentration for all grades this past month has been 

music composition. Kindergarten and first grade students are learning about mood in music by 

composing music that conveys a specific feeling or emotion (happy, sad, scary, etc.) for percussion 

instruments. Second grade students are writing a short, four measure piece for barred instruments 

using the rhythms and pitches they have already learned. Third grade students have begun recorder 

instruction, and are preparing for our recorder concert in May. They are currently writing their own 

recorder compositions - selected works will be performed during the concert! Fourth grade students 

are preparing for their own spring choral concert in May, and in the coming weeks will be composing 

a call-and-response piece for their recorders and barred/percussion instruments. It has been an 

awesome experience for me, getting to see how creative and talented these young kids are - come 

out and see us in concert! Once the May PARCC schedule is set, I can provide you with concert 

dates. 

 

CENTER/SYLVESTER SCHOOL MUSIC 

Dustin Lindsey, Music Director 

 

Warm, sunny days are just around the corner, and performances 

across the elementary grades are in full swing! Our Kindergarten 

students are currently exploring patriotic music, including the 

national anthem of the United States of America. We have 

begun our patriotic unit by reading a wonderful story by Peter 

Spier, The Star-Spangled Banner, and will be continuing over the 

course of next month listening to patriotic songs from across the 

years of our country’s history. Take a little time to share your 

favorite song that celebrates America, and maybe they’ll be 

able to tell you about something new that they learned too! 

 

Our First Grade students are also beginning a unit on patriotic 

music. They spent this week looking at the history of the War of  

 

 

 



 

1812, and how the Defense of Fort McHenry lead a Baltimore lawyer named Francis Scott Key 

to write a poem also called, The Defense of Fort McHenry. We know it as, the Star Spangled 

Banner. The patriotic music unit for grade one concludes with a Memorial Day concert, which 

will be held on Friday, May 22nd, 2015.  

 

The Second Grade students have been studying various cultures around the world. We have 

looked at folksongs from Germany, Italy, Ghana, and from right here in the United States. 

Throughout this unit, students explored their own heritages, folk dances from various countries, 

and have even learned some phrases to bring along with them if ever abroad.  

 

Third Grade students performed in our annual 3rd Grade Recorder Concert last Thursday, and 

will continue to study advanced recorder throughout the remainder of the school year. Some 

of the favorite tunes performed in the recorder concert were, “Old MacDonald,” “The Frog,” 

and of course, “Hot Cross Buns.”  

 

The Fourth Grade musicians as Center/Sylvester have been busy preparing music for their 

spring concert (June 3rd, 2015). We are creating exciting choreography to go along with 

already wonderful music, and will begin working on a piece by renowned composer of treble 

choir ethnic music, Jim Papoulis.  

 

As always, thank you all for taking the time to support these wonderful musicians in Hanover, 

and for supporting the many opportunities that we are able to provide through the music 

programs in our schools. 


